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TOMS VARGHESE

Phone: +91 7994880507
                                                                        Email: varghesetoms1981@gmail.com

CAREER SUMMARY

Professional journalist with over 10 years of combined experience in Indian and foreign media. Worked for news agencies (PTI and UK Press Association), newspapers (Muscat Daily), magazines (BusinessToday, Oman), weeklies (The Week, Oman) as well as media outsourcing companies (Mindworks, Noida). Led editorial teams of a weekly and a magazine. Proven track record of delivering results under tight deadlines and managing crisis situations in the newsroom. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Freelance Writer/Editor






From Jan 2018
Scriptwriting for short films, TV series and documentary films
Writing feature articles for The Hindu and Deccan Herald 

Editing,proof-reading and translation for Kerala Media Academy

Editing and writing books

Translation work (Mal to English, English to Mal, Hindi to English and Malayalam)
BusinessToday Magazine (Apex Press and Publishing, Muscat)

Oct 2014-Dec 2017  

Principal Correspondent

Managing production of the magazine and reporting directly to the CEO.

· Responsible for ideation, preparing story lists, coordinating with reporters for local business news coverage as well as supervising timely submission of articles, columns and other content.
·  Writing and editing business features and working on pages using Quark Xpress.

· Responsible for coordinating with columnists and auto retailers to organise Test Drives of high-end cars, collecting and editing relevant PRs as well as other content required for the magazine, well within deadline.

· Responsible for giving creative inputs for page design. 
· Additionally, I also wrote film reviews for TheWeek (Apex Press and Publishing, Muscat)
BusinessToday Magazine (Apex Press and Publishing, Muscat)


June 2013 -Nov 2013 

Senior Reporter

Writing and editing business features and working on pages using Quark Xpress.
· Responsible for coordinating with columnists, auto retailers to organise Test Drives of high-end cars, collecting and editing relevant PRs as well as other content required for the magazine well within deadline.

· Responsible for giving creative inputs for page design. 
Muscat Daily (Apex Press and Publishing, Muscat)                                                  Sept 2011-June 2013
Senior Sub-Editor – Business Desk
Editing news stories and making pages using Quark Xpress.
· Coordinating with reporters for local business news coverage, in the absence of the Chief 
Sub-Editor. Editing local copies and making pages. 

· Responsible for selecting news and photographs from wire services such as AP, AFP, IANS and Bloomberg, preparing news-list, editing/fitting copies, giving captions and headlines.  

· Responsible for giving creative inputs for page design. 
Press Association (Mphasis, Mangalore)
Senior Production Journalist                                    



    Feb 2009 - August 2011
Editing news stories and making pages using Quark Xpress/Adobe InDesign on Windows and Mac OS for various dailies and magazines published in different parts of the UK.

· In-charge of the feature pages work. I led a team of five sub-editors and managed the production of 35 to 40 feature pages of different publications including Business7, a weekly business magazine published in Scotland (www.business7.co.uk). Responsibilities included page design, editing and delivery of pages within deadline to the client.

· Responsible for selecting news and photographs from the PA wire service, editing copies and giving captions as well as headlines for the Guernsey Post sports page. Editing news pages for other UK county newspapers.

· Training new staff on page-ready work.
Mindworks Global Media Services Pvt Ltd, Noida, UP

Senior Copy Editor                                                                                                         March 2008 - Jan 2009

Editing news stories and making pages using Quark Xpress for the daily The Nation and the tabloid Daily Xpress, both published in Thailand

· Responsible for selecting news and photographs from wire services such as AP, AFP, DPA and Bloomberg, preparing news-list, editing/fitting copies, giving captions and headlines.  

· Responsible for giving creative inputs for page design. 

· Was part of a team responsible for preparing a special yearly supplement for Miami Herald.

· Conducted interviews and wrote feature stories for The Post, a quarterly equestrian magazine published by Media General Operations, Virginia.
Press Trust of India, New Delhi

Journalist                                                                                                                               Sep 2006 to Feb 2008

· Responsible for editing nation copies 

· Writing feature stories for Mag department

· Coordinating photo coverage and writing and editing photo captions

The Pioneer, Kochi








            

Internee Reporter                                                                                                               Nov 2005 to Dec 2005

· Covered Cochin Film Festival

· Wrote film reviews, art appreciations, book reviews, performance reviews and stories of social relevance
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE
Cornet Grafix & Communications, Kochi





          June 2006 to Sept 2006
Junior Copywriter
· Writing and editing ad copies

· Ideation and conceptualisation
EDUCATION       
PG Diploma in Journalism & Communication
           




Jan 2006 
Kerala Press Academy, Kochi, India                                                   
MA English Language & Literature
                                                                         July 2005 
CMS College, Kottayam (MG University, Kottayam, India)

BSc Mathematics (Sub majors: Statistics and Physics)
              July 2002                         

St. Dominic’s College, Kanjirappally (MG University, Kottayam, India)
SKILLS 
· Fluent in English, Malayalam and Hindi. Can converse in Tamil.
· Working knowledge in Quark Xpress, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Photoshop and other computer applications.
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES & AWARDS

· 3rd rank - PG Diploma in Journalism & Communication, Kochi (2004-2005 batch)
· Won prizes for inter-school and college level arts fests in essay writing, singing and instrumental music
· IInd Year Post Graduates’ Representative in CMS College Union 2003-2004

INTERESTS
· Books, music, movies, adventure travel
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Age & Date of Birth 
- 
38, 9th Jan 1981

Sex


-
Male

Nationality

-
Indian
Marital Status

-
Single
REFERENCES
1. R S Babu. Chairman, Kerala Media Academy, Kakkanad
2. Antony John, Chief of Bureau, Malayala Manorama, Kochi

3. Mohana Prabhakar, Former CEO, Apex Press & Publishing, Muscat. F E-mail: mohana@meissaoman.com
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